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times had changed, and American policy had
changed with them. It was becoming more and
more evident that, although no real revolution had
as yet broken out, the "Pearl of the Antilles" was
bound to Spain by compulsion rather than by love.
In the United States there was a general feeling
that the time had at last come to realize the vision
of Jefferson and Adams and to annex Cuba. But
the complications of the slavery question prevented
immediate annexation. As a slave colony which
might become a slave state, the South wanted
Cuba, but the majority in the North did not.

After the Civil War in the United States was
over, revolution at length flared forth in 1868, from
end to end of the island. < Sympathy with the Cu-
bans was widespread in the United States. The
hand of the Government, however, was stayed
by recent history. Americans felt keenly the right
of governments to exert their full strength to put
down rebellion, for they themselves were prose-
cuting against Great Britain a case based on what
they contended was her too lax enforcement of her
obligations to the American Government and on
the assistance which she had given to the South.
The great issue determined the lesser, and for
ten years the United States watched the Cuban